




















































































































































BUDGET AND FINANCE COMMITTEE 
Council of the County of Maui 

March 28, 2007 (pukalani) 

COUNCILMEMBER BAlSA: And thanks for the great work. 

MS. PETERSON: We need one of you to put it into the Budget. Somehow it 
hasn't gotten in there yet but we want to make sure it does. 

CHAIR PONT ANILLA: Thank you, Deborah. 

MS. PETERSON: Thank you. 

CHAIR PONT ANILLA: Okay. The next testifier is Mr. Edward Smith, followed 
by Diane Logsdon. 

MR. SMITH: Hello, everybody. 

CHAIR PONT ANILLA: Good evening. 

MR. SMITH: Smitty. Edward Smith, PortugueselHawaiian, Pukalani, Maui, 
Hawaii. Aloha. As I sat here tonight I listened to a lot of certificate of 
need from, for the, from the community, from Omaopio, Kula Kai, 
Makawao. I even heard one of your employees testifying that he needs 
more funding so that he can give us better service at our County 
baseyards, et cetera, rubbish pickup, and all that kind of stuff. 

I feel this is, that, those areas are a high priority as far as our tax money is 
concerned. More so when you, when you get past 67 years old and you 
got to pay those taxes, you, you know, we like to get better protection in 
our community regarding proper roads and sidewalk areas cleared off 
from obstacles, et cetera. 

So, my main concern for coming here tonight is I feel strongly that these 
areas are not being covered properly by our County Government. Let me 
give you an example. We have the manpower. I believe we have the, we 
have the money. It's not properly being used by the, by the Public Works 
Department. 

And let me, let me give you an example of that. Here the past week, I'm 
sitting in the house and I see one truck with a storage tank on the back of 
the truck, white pickup truck, one driver, one passenger and four rear-end 
guards I call them walking with back packs down my street spraying 
chemicals all on the side of the road. They have no masks on. No, no 
safety glasses. No gloves. 
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No ... urn ... there, there is that light type of coveralls that the County 
can buy that is more highly, the less penetrateable [sic] for, for chemicals. 
It's not heavy and it's not hot. It's light. In the military we even had 
those that you slip over your shoes and boots, you know, when we worked 
with, you know, chemicals, spraying, spraying the, you know, the kind 
military vehicles, et cetera. 

So, I'm looking at these guys and I come outside and say why are you 
spraying? They angry with me. And I ask them who the supervisor was? 
Then I asked him, they wouldn't tell me what their names were, et cetera. 
They just kept going. I believe they sprayed Makawao. I hear complaints 
from Makawao. My neighbors came out of the house and complain of eye 
irritation and thought I was at fault doing something in my, on my 
property. I told 'em no, what you getting is the fumes from those 
chemicals out there drifting into your property. 

So, here I'm, I'm looking at this at a very negative way. 

MS. WILLENBRINK: Three minutes. 

MR. SMITH: What is manpower and money being used for something that's not 
even relevant, unimportant? When that man and the money and 
equipment can be used for plugging up potholes, cutting back trees up in 
Kula Kai or whatever for public safety issues. Then I, we have another 
area here where a health factor. We lost one Council Person as you all 
know him, knew him. I won't mention his name. He died of, he died from 
kidney failure. I don't know how many hours that, four hours or 
whatever, every day he spent on the dialysis machine until, until the day 
he died. 

I don't believe we should have put our workers, our young, young, our 
young workers, County employees in that position where someday they're 
going to have kidney problems. They going to be tied up to the machine 
four hours a day until they die and the taxpayers going be responsible for 
the medical bills, dialysis bills, et cetera, et cetera, the funeral plans, and 
all this. This is wrong. 

MS. WILLENBRINK: Four minutes. 

MR. SMITH: This is wrong. I ask, I ask you folks if there's some way that you 
can have the Public Works Department redirect their thoughts, their 
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manpower, and their finances, and give the workers better protection so 
that we as taxpayers don't have to suffer later on paying the bills. That's, 
that's, that's about covers my arguments here, too. 

CHAIR PONT ANILLA: Thank you, Mr. Smith. 

MR. SMITH: All my gripes. 

CHAIR PONT ANILLA: Members, any questions for the testifier? Seeing none. 
Thank you very much for being here tonight. 

MR. SMITH: Thank you very much for giving me the time. Okay. 

CHAIR PONT ANILLA: Diane Logsdon, followed by Anne Trygstad. 

MS. LOGSDON: Good evening, Council Members. My name is Diane Logsdon. 
I'm representing the Up country seniors. I'm the President of the Kula 
AARP. My concern is again another road. It's lower, Lower Kimo. What 
concerns me about all of these roads Up country is the MEO buses drive on 
'em and they just go .. . (imitates bus noise on bumpy road)) . .. and it's 
terrible. And what's happening is it's going to be ruining the buses and 
then you got to refund the buses and replace them. So, I urge you to 
please fund the streets. Get them fixed because and Lower Kimo, please, 
that's mine. 

I know all the rest of 'em need it, too. But please I just would like to 
request that funds get put into the budget for the streets. 

CHAIR PONT ANILLA: Thank you, Diane. Members, any questions for the 
testifier? Thank you for being here tonight. 

MS. LOGSDON: Thank you. 

CHAIR PONT ANILLA: Next testifier Anne Trygstad, followed 
Sherry Sorensen. 

MS. TRYGSTAD: Good evening, Chair and Members. It's an honor to be able 
to present to you this evening. My name is Anne Trygstad. I'm a 
NurselHealth Services Director at Roselani Place. I've also had several 
years of experience working for Maui Memorial and Kula Hospital. I am 
also the Maui Long Term Care Partnership co-chair of the Policy and 
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Advocacy Committee and I share that position with Councilwoman 
Jo Anne Johnson. 

And allow me to say that over the last few years, Maui Long Term Care 
Partnership in collaboration with over 50 community partners has 
implemented several very, very positive and successful programs not only 
on Maui Island but ultimately that have had Statewide impact. Just one of 
our proposals has already saved close to $50 million in Medicaid dollars 
for the entire State of Hawaii, helping over 700 people transfer from acute 
hospital facilities into alternative long-term care. 

So, the State is now coming to us as a think tank to receive strategies for 
dealing with the tsunami of aging, which is already impacting our 
community. Right now, our long-term care facilities both Kula Hospital 
and Hale Makua are full. Hale Makua actually has one unit closed though 
because they have an acute workforce shortage of 20 nursing assistants 
that are vacant positions. 

The Hospital and Kula Hospital also suffer from a deficit of certified 
nursing assistants and oftentimes they have to fly in agency nurses from 
Oahu and the mainland at 1.5 times the cost of what we could pay 
someone who lived in our community to provide these critical health 
services. The Maui Long Term Care Partnership has worked with Nancy 
Johnson and the Maui Community College Nursing Program in expanding 
the health care curriculums both in the dental field and in the nursing field. 

I'd like to thank our previous Council for awarding $500,000 to increase 
the faculty at Maui Community College. They had over 300 eligible 
candidates wait-listed to go through their nursing program. And with that 
$500,000 they're going to be able to increase the services to our 
community, provide training for our young people, and allow them to 
serve the acute shortage of health care workers that we have. 

Again, Mayor Tavares has put a similar $500,000 fund in place for 2008, 
and allow me to say our community desperately needs that funding to 
expand our health care workforce. Working with the Maui Long Term 
Care Partnership and in conjunction with Maui Community College, I 
would like to suggest even further extending the $500,000 that Mayor 
Tavares has put in place for 2008, for an additional $250,000, because 
there is a Federal Department of Labor grant that would provide $500,000 
of training funds to Maui Island if we were able to provide adequate 
staffing to administer the grant. 
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MS. WILLENBRINK: Three minutes. 

MS. TRYGSTAD: And I've discussed this with Jo Anne and she recommended 
that I come and suggest this to you this evening. First and foremost, thank 
you for the previous grant to Maui Community College to encourage you 
to support the grant that Mayor Tavares has put in play for 2008, and to 
consider, if at all possible, to enhance that grant to allow the option to 
pursue $500,000 from the Department of Labor. Thank you very much. 

CHAIR PONT ANILLA: Thank you, Anne. Member, Members, any questions 
for the testifier this evening? Thank you very much. 

MS. TRYGSTAD: Hi, Michelle. 

COUNCILMEMBER ANDERSON: Excuse me, Chair. 

CHAIR PONT ANILLA: Sorry. Member Anderson. 

COUNCILMEMBER ANDERSON: Will you be submitting that request III 

writing to us? 

MS. TRYGSTAD: Yes. 

COUNCILMEMBER ANDERSON: Thank you. 

MS. TRYGSTAD: Thank you. 

CHAIR PONTANILLA: Thank you again .... (applause) . .. Sherry Sorensen, 
followed by Giner, Gina Flammer. 

MS. SORENSEN: Hello. Thank you for staying so late to hear all of our 
thoughts that we have for you. My name is Sherry Sorensen, representing 
myself as an individual, also my daughter Crystal Joseph, and as a 
member of the Olinda Community Association, Member of the Board. I 
have also turned in several written testimonies from people who couldn't 
be here tonight. 

And I know that you've heard numerous testimonies tonight on Olinda 
and Piiholo. You've probably gotten a picture of what the road is like. I 
did want to just mention a couple of points briefly. One, to clarify -
Ms. Anderson had a question of Leonard quite a while back. We did have 
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the prior appropriation of $700,000 well over a year ago, to do some 
emergency, emergency being things that needed to be done right away, 
repairs on the road. This being Maui, by the time the design got done and 
the plans got done we found out a few months ago that due to a merging of 
the supply place for the road, the supplies that they need to work on the 
roads, the prices have now, like Leonard said, doubled or over-doubled. 

So, this, just to get that initial emergency repairs done, is now going to 
take up the 700,000 plus this 1 million that's been appropriated for 2008. 
That's why we are requesting to have this be made available as soon as 
possible so we can get that initial first step done. And several people have 
testified regarding the, the washboard effect where the roots are really, 
really bad up there. This money doesn't even go to that. That wasn't even 
included in this, this part of the repairs. So that's why we also are 
desperately requesting additional funds to work on that part. 

I was, I was also requested to testify for my grandson tonight. He heard I 
was coming to talk to you about the roads and he says, tell 'em my story, 
Nana. So this is his story. He's six. He rides the school bus up Piiholo 
Road. So some of you, I know Mike has been up the road. If, if you don't 
live in the area, you may have never even been up the road but you can see 
by the pictures. If you would picture yourself in this large vehicle on a big 
bench seat, and your feet don't touch the floor, there are no seatbelts, 
nothing to hang on to except the kid next to you, and you're bouncing 
down Piiholo Road on those washboards. My grandson ends up on the 
floor at least once a week, sometimes every other day. 

So that's who I'm speaking for in particular tonight is the children that go 
on this road, as well and the safety of them and their school buses, and the 
MEO buses, and, and the people who are maybe not even as protected as 
we are in our cars going up these roads. So, hopefully, you'll be able to 
take a look at this and help us out on that. Thank you. 

CHAIR PONT ANILLA: Thank you, Sherry. Members, any questions for the 
testifier? Thank you again. .., (applause). .. Gina Flammer, followed by 
Ed Zwick. 

MS. FLAMMER: Good evening, Council Members. Thank you for this 
opportunity. My name is Gina Flammer and I'm here representing the 
Kula Community Association. And I'm here to talk about my favorite 
page of the budget, the Up country capital improvement programs. Just 
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briefly going to talk about three items. I'm going to keep it short because 
I know you're aware of all of them. 

First is the Kula Tennis Courts. And I'm here to talk about the funding for 
Phase Two of that. And it's a classic example of a pitfall of business and 
government planning. You want to do a project; you got to get a cost 
estimate. You want the project; you do the cost estimate with the best 
case scenario. You got to put a budget together, it takes six months to do 
that. By the time you get the funding approved that's another three 
months. It's a year before you send it out to bid. 

You get the bid back you realize it's more expensive than you thought 
plus during that time there's a worldwide increase in construction costs. 
So there you go, it's what happened with the tennis courts. There's two 
tennis courts now. You really need four to do any kind of organized 
activities up there. In order to have lessons or do league play you need all 
four. Everybody could play at the same time. I'm asking for approval of 
those funds that are already in the budget. Thank you for that. 

Quickly, I'm going to talk about the Up country pool. We were going to 
invite you for a swim but we didn't want to freeze you out. As you all 
know the pool heater has not worked in the ten years it's been installed. 
The pool filter often fails. You get cloudy, unsafe water. You get people 
stopping using the pool completely. The improvements are long overdue. 

Lastly, I'm going to talk about the bike study. You already know about 
that. Councilman Pontanilla requested the study last year and it's in the 
budget. We're asking for approval of those funds. Thank you. 

CHAIR PONTANILLA: You're welcome. Members, any questions for the 
testifier? 

MS. FLAMMER: Thank you. 

CHAIR PONTANILLA: If not, thank you. . .. (applause). .. Ed Zwick, 
followed by Steve Goldstein. 

MR. GOLDSTEIN: Good evening, ladies and gentlemen of the Council. Thank 
you so much for being patient and staying this, to this late hour. My 
favorite topic I will spare you and, and just read a very brief statement. I 
want to thank you again for the opportunity to express my support for the 
replacement of the heater and filtration system in the Up country pool. 
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Over the last two and two and a half years, people like myself, and Ed 
Zwick, and, and Gina Flammer, along with many other regular pool users 
have been, have been working with us to solve the problem. 

We appeared before Jo Anne Johnson's Park and Recreation Committee a 
couple of years ago. We presented petitions signed by over 300 pool 
users. In our efforts, we've been recently, recently supported, or actually 
we've been supported for a long time by Charmaine when she was a 
Council Member and, and now as Mayor. More recently by Council 
Member's Gladys Baisa, Bill Medeiros, and Mike Victorino who were 
gracious enough to have us into their Council chambers and we talked 
with them about our concerns. 

We've also since the change in Administration, we've been really 
encouraged by the Aquatics Department. Tamara Horcajo, Marian 
Feenstra, and Malcolm Cooper have been wonderful in, in moving this 
project forward. The heating and filtration system for the pool, which, 
which was built about ten years ago, has never worked as planned. Three 
of the six key pumps are not working at all. And, and as Gina said, the 
pool is often so cold that it's unswimmable especially for the keiki and the 
older people like me. 

The outmoded sand filter requires a lot of maintenance and is often in 
failure resulting in cloudy and unsanitary and unswimmable water. 
Charmaine is behind this. The, the, the, the amount of money in the 
Budget is sufficient to fix both of these problems finally and I urge you to 
accept the Mayor's Budget recommendation to fix these long standing 
problems so that we can create the wonderful recreation facility that the 
Up country pool has always meant to be. So thank you very, very much. 

CHAIR PONT ANILLA: Sir, can you identify yourself? 

MR. GOLDSTEIN: My name is Steve Goldstein. 

CHAIR PONTANILLA: Thank you. Members, any questions for Mr. Goldstein? 
Member Baisa. 

COUNCILMEMBER BAlSA: No, just a comment. Steve, thank you for your 
persistence. And I have been assured by the Director of Parks and 
Recreation that it's a priority for her. She understands, you know, the 
long-standing problem. And it's very difficult to be in a pool that is so 
cold you can't enjoy it. 

- 82 -



BUDGET AND FINANCE COMMITTEE 
Council of the County of Maui 

March 28, 2007 (pukalani) 

MR. GOLDSTEIN: Thank you so much for your help, Gladys. 

CHAIR PONT ANILLA: Thank you again. 

MR. GOLDSTEIN: Aloha. 

CHAIR PONT ANILLA: Is Mr. Ed Zwick, Zic ... , Zwick here? 

MR. GOLDSTEIN: He's gone. 

CHAIR PONT ANILLA: Gone. Robert Frost, followed by Warren McCord. 
Robert Frost? 

UNIDENTIFIED SPEAKER: He left. 

CHAIR PONT ANILLA: He left. 

UNIDENTIFIED SPEAKER: He's voting for Piiholo .... (laughter) . .. 

CHAIR PONT ANILLA: I see here Piiholo Road. Warren McCord. 

MR. MCCORD: Council Members, my name is Warren McCord. I'm the 
President of the Maui Outdoor Circle. Our initial interest in Baldwin 
Avenue was to save the trees planted by Ethel Baldwin and Hannibal 
Tavares, and the landscaping of the homes along Baldwin Avenue. So, 
the proposal was to take the bike path off the road on the Kahului side and 
provide eight miles of off-road bicycling. 

Unfortunately, the first design from the design team in Honolulu that came 
back was basically unsafe. It had too many right-hand and left-hand turns 
and it was rejected outright by Alan Arakawa. And what we decided then 
was to form a citizens committee to redesign the bike path. That was two 
and a half years ago. 

It took the committee .. .it consisted of, for example, Joe Krueger from the 
County Public Works, Steve Holaday of HC&S. There were 
representatives of the bicycle industry, individual bicycle people, people 
who were just simply interested in what we were doing. There were about 
20 of us. It took us 11 months to design the bike path. And we actually 
went to all the companies and asked them to close some of their roads. 
We tried to make it a much safer facility. 
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We turned that design into the County a year and a half ago and it has 
been sitting there for a year and a half and has not been funded in order to 
be drawn so that we can present it to you to show you that the bike path is 
a safe and is a need for the community. Actually, at this point for the 
$500,000 that the Mayor has put into the Budget, what we're asking you 
to do is just to submit two small words in front of the land acquisition and 
say, "design and land acquisition". We then can use $40,000 of that 
$500,000 to bring that design back to show you and the community what 
the bike path will be like. 

Actually, the Mayor has already signed off on this and agrees that that is a 
good thing to do. And so that is our request to you this evening. 

CHAIR PONT ANILLA: Thank you, Mr. McCord. Members, any questions for 
the testifier this evening? Member Medeiros. 

COUNCILMEMBER MEDEIROS: Mr. McCord, thank you for your testimony. 
Being that you're, you're a member of the Maui Outdoor Circle, and many 
of the roads that have been talked about this evening, many of the 
problems are tree, tree roots growing under the pavement and lifting the 
road up. What is the Maui Outdoor Circle's position on cutting those 
roots, putting root barriers to restrict the roots from continuing to grow 
under the pavement? Because I know the, you know, the, the Maui 
Outdoor Circle certainly one of their goals and purposes is to preserve the 
trees. 

So, what would be your organization's position as far as trying to do that 
to improve the roads? 

MR. MCCORD: If you're talking about Piiholo Road and Olinda Road--

COUNCILMEMBER MEDEIROS: Uh-huh. 

MR. MCCORD: --I'm afraid we've lost the battle there already. They're going 
to have to go in and sever those roots in order to accomplish that. That 
will damage the trees somewhat, but those eucalyptus trees have been 
there for a long time and they will survive. Root barriers work very well. 
We've used them in the botanical garden. I've used them in my 
landscaping practice years ago. We are finding that part of the problem is 
tree selection, and on Baldwin Avenue, for example, some of the trees that 
Ethel Baldwin planted were planted too close to the right-of-way. 
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COUNCILMEMBER MEDEIROS: Right. 

MR. MCCORD: And it is heresy for the Outdoor Circle to say take the trees out 
but we already have trees to replace them. We have got 200 trees in a 
nursery, thanks to Teena and Craig Rasmussen, waiting to be planted on 
Baldwin Avenue. And we will plant them far enough away that they will 
not impact either improvement, either the bike path or the road. The 
solution for the eucalyptus trees on some of our major roads is a real 
problem. And what's happened is that they were dirt roads. The trees 
were planted long before we paved 'em and it's, it's, it's going to be a 
costly process to get those repaired. But the root barriers do work. 

COUNCILMEMBER MEDEIROS: Okay. I'm glad to hear that that's the Maui 
Outdoor Circle position because that will help us try and remedy the 
problems Piiholo and Olinda Road are having right now with the trees and 
the roots. Thank you. 

MR. MCCORD: You're welcome. 

CHAIR PONTANILLA: Thank you, Bill. Member Molina. No questions. 
Thank you, Warren, for being here tonight. 

MR. MCCORD: Boy, you guys work late. 

CHAIR PONT ANILLA: Ladies and gentlemen, if there's anyone of you that 
want to provide public testimony at this time, last call, that hasn't signed 
up. Oh, there's more. Let's see, Tim Ellison, followed by Nancy 
Johnson. 

MR. ELLISON: Good evening. Thanks for staying so late. Hopefully, I'll get 
dinner. My name is, yeah, my name is Tim Ellison. Most of you know 
me. . . . (end of tape, start 4B) . .. Two quick reasons. One is to support 
or hopefully you'll support the tennis courts. We really need it Upcountry 
and like she just said, we definitely need four courts to have a facility. 
Lahaina, Kihei, Kahului, Wailuku all have tennis courts and we don't. 

My son, and I'll be the proud dad, he was MIL champion for three years, 
and it helped him get into college. But the frustration for him to practice 
and find a court up here was really, really challenging, you know. And 
people get turned away all the time from Kula courts because there's just 
not enough courts up there. And I would love to see something like 
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Wailuku Junior Program up here. And you need at least four to six courts 
to do that. And I just seen what it's done for my son and his friends and it 
would just be awesome to get a Junior Program going up here. 

So, hopefully, we can get that going because we're so close. And, Mike, I 
just want to talk to you a little bit. I've just heard something about the 
bike routes and I'm pretty familiar with 'em because they come into 
Polli's. And I hear they need to be regulated. And are you aware that they 
are regulated in the last year from the top, from the Federal Government? 

You can, each company can only bring five vans up there in the morning 
to where before it was unlimited. So, like today, my business has 
probably been cut in half with the amount of vans that come down the hill 
because they can only bring five vans up there. So, there's been a very, a 
lot, there's been a big increase of less impact anyway on Makawao. Any 
vans that come to Polli's, I have them rack up above King K so that they 
don't drive their bikes on Hanamu or don't drive their bikes down Olinda 
Avenue to alleviate any kind of traffic jams there. 

So, those are the, and I deal with two companies now. And the third 
company, Downhill, they rack up there and they go down Haleakala and 
they don't even come through Makawao. So, there's a lot less. There's at 
least half that go into Makawao now. And I think if you come and have 
donuts and coffee with me on the corner you could save $250,000 and we 
could watch 'em go through. But I don't know, you know, how intense 
that study is going to be. But if it's just Makawao, yeah, I invite you to 
come up and watch, you know, and really see the effect on it because it's a 
lot less than it was years ago. 

Because I'm dealing with two companies now and we're doing half the 
business we were with one company. So there's definitely a lot less. But 
I was really here for the tennis courts and I really, you know, we need to 
get that installed. 

CHAIR PONT ANILLA: Thank you, Tim. 

MR. ELLISON: Okay. Thanks a lot. 

CHAIR PONT ANILLA: Members, any question for the testifier? Thank you 
again. Nancy Johnson, followed by Laurel Murphy. 
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MS. JOHNSON: Hello. I'm Nancy Johnson. I'm the Director of the Allied 
Health Department at Maui Community College. And I'm here first to 
thank you for the funds that you allocated to Maui Community College 
last year. You got to see one of our students that was admitted to the 
program in January. We're now able to admit twice a year in the Fall and 
in January. I provided you with some information about the nursing 
shortage and I want to talk to you about the nursing shortage, the crisis in 
long-term care, and the oral-health situation on Maui. 

What you see in the, in the illustration is something, a reality I know 
you're aware of, and that is that it doesn't matter how much we talk about 
where the new hospital beds should be on Maui. It won't make any 
difference where you put them if you don't have nurses to staff them. In 
most communities, when they talk about beds, they talk about staffed 
beds. And so that means the beds are of no use to you unless you have a 
nurse to provide care for the patient in that bed. 

If you look at some of the data, Hawaii is 46th among all the States with 
62 employed nurses per 10,000 residents. In the United States, the 
average is 78 nurses per 10,000. In, in Hawaii, Oahu has the highest 
number of nurses. Honolulu has 9 nurses per 1,000 population. Maui has 
7.3. And if you look at the diagram, it also shows you in, when, especially 
when we talk about long-term care, the diagram shows how far below the 
rest of the State Maui is in terms of healthcare workers and other social 
assistance. 

And then if you look at the next graph it shows you how much our 
population is growing in comparison to the other islands. So, it's, I think 
Anne called it a tsunami crisis in long-term care. And we really, it's really 
here. We've got to have more long-term care workers. 

The other thing I want to mention is oral health. And you've been very, 
the County has been very supportive of our Maui Oral Health Center. I 
gave you a flyer. We're the primary access to oral-health care for all the 
Medicaid patients. And there's about 15,000 Medicaid patients on Maui. 
We couldn't have the Oral Health Center without the support you've given 
us. We have a Nationally Accredited Dental Assisting Program and we're 
in the process of establishing a Dental Hygiene Program, an associate 
degree Dental Hygiene Program. 

This is more important than you probably can imagine because of the new 
research that shows that periodontal disease is a precursor to diabetes, 
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heart disease, and pre-term labor. The indications are that a woman who 
doesn't have her teeth cleaned is seven times more likely to have a 
premature baby. Can you imagine what that costs Hawaii? And we have 
women referred to us from the Community Clinic all the time that have 
never had their teeth cleaned. 

And so they're very important to have this access. I'm asking you to 
continue your support. The College is requesting or the Mayor's Budget 
includes 500,000 for Allied Health and in addition to the money that Don 
mentioned for Sustainable Technology. 

MS. WILLENBRINK: Three minutes. 

CHAIR PONTANILLA: Thank you, Nancy. Members, any questions for the 
testifier? Again, thank you very much. 

MS. JOHNSON: Thank you. 

CHAIR PONT ANILLA: Laurel, Laurel Murphy, followed by Daisha Kawaa. 

MS. MURPHY: Good evening, hard-working Council Members. Nice to meet 
the new guys. I'm Laurel Murphy. I'm Vice-President of the Maui 
Outdoor Circle. And I'm here to argue on behalf of your funding of the 
Baldwin Avenue bike path, please. The reasons to spend the half a million 
dollars on this bike path are mainly for safety because there are now 
120,000 bikers going down that Baldwin Avenue every year to the great 
frustration of local motorists, and of course, to the jeopardy of the bikers 
themselves. And I know the County has been struggling with liability 
with this issue and insurance and, and so forth. So that's the obvious 
reason to support construction of the bike path to create an alternate route 
for the traffic hazard. 

And Warren has addressed technical issues. But I'm here really to raise 
another issue, which is the preservation of Maui' s beautiful meandering 
County roads. Those things that make Maui, Maui. That beautiful 
leisurely drive on the way to work that lifts your soul and makes you 
think, oh, my God, I'm just the luckiest person in, in the world. And 
building the bike path will just eliminate the constant pressure to widen 
Baldwin Avenue. Widening Baldwin Avenue means cutting down the 
100 shower trees that Ethel Baldwin planted in 1930 and that our Mayor's 
father, Hannibal, continued to plant in the '60s. 
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People, people love that road. You know we all love that road. So, that's 
one thing the bike path will do and it will also create a thing of beauty. I 
really believe that you guys will leave a lasting legacy that will outlive 
you if you approve this just as Ethel Baldwin, you know, 75 years ago left 
a legacy that will, that, that really outlives her. And, and just in terms of 
quality of life. 

So, we at the Outdoor Circle have pledged to plant 100 shower trees along 
the bike path. We're already growing some of them. And you may not 
know this but it will also be a walking path. So, just imagine on a Sunday 
afternoon being able to just meander down this beautiful path with the 
soaring views of the pineapple fields, and the ocean, and the West Maui 
Mountains while shower blossoms just scatter at your feet going wow, you 
know. 

So, it's not only presenting a liability but it's, it's adding something for 
future generations. So, please kokua. Thank you. Any--

CHAIR PONT ANILLA: Thank you. Members, any questions--

MS. MURPHY: --questions? 

CHAIR PONT ANILLA: --for the testifier? If not, thank you very much. 

MS. MURPHY: Okay. Thank you. 

CHAIR PONTANILLA: Daisha Kaawa [sic]. No Daisha. Last person to signed 
up this evening, David Backstrom. Gone? David. Okay. Members ... 

MR. LINDSAY: May I make one more addition? 

CHAIR PONTANILLA: I'm, I'm going to allow it. Okay. Make it short. 

MR. LINDSAY: Yeah, I will because I don't have all my facts. I'm David 
Lindsay. I'm with the Olinda Community Association. I'm Fire 
Mitigation Chairman. And I wanted you to know that we're, we're not 
leaving it all on your shoulders. We're, we've been trying since 2004, 
through Mr. English to get the trees in the State land cut back from the 
road. We have much correspondence and no results, yet. It's, it's, it's 
really sad because we have a fire hazard up there that is, I used to fight 
fires in the mainland, those pine forests and they're bad. 
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